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Around the City . . . . .  with City Manager David Thayer 

 

 Economic vitality for our community is center place on my agenda and I remain razor 

focus on ways to bring people to town, a major plank in our economic development plan.   

Addressing issues of quality of life leads us toward that success.  Our City needs to be a clean, 

safe, and fun place to live or visit.  These last several months we have been working on creating 

additional space where one could spend their leisure time.  Potential new parks are in the works. 

 The Iron River Soccer Association is looking for a long-term solution that provides an 

area to practice and play.  Last year, they had 320 registered youths.  This year, they already 

have over 290 registered youths with over a month to go before their season starts.  They would 

like to build a soccer complex and a site we are looking at is in the southeast quad at Kofmehl 

and Coolidge Roads, where the City owns 33 acres of land.  Private funds would be used to build 

the actual complex, most likely, through several phases. 

 The Recreation Association of Iron County currently have two pickleball courts in 

Nelson Field and have quickly outgrown this space.  This is one of the fastest growing sports in 

our area and across the nation.  There is not a workable area in Nelson Field to expand.  We are 

now looking at a section in Bachman Park, just west of the ball field, where six new pickleball 

courts could be built.  The Association would raise private funds for the construction. 

 A newly forming group, the Iron River Dog Association, is looking to develop a dog 

park.  We have identified seven acres of City property along Riverside Avenue, between E. 

Hemlock and E. Ross Streets, as a potential site.  Using privately raised funds, they would 

enclose two areas, one for large dogs and one for small dogs.  Other amenities would be added to 



assist park users to care for their dogs needs experienced after a good run.  The minimum 

mandatory 50 feet of open space along the river would remain. 

 The Downtown Development Association is looking at creating a Crowd Gathering 

Space/Pocket Park on the site that formerly housed the Coast to Coast building (Genesee Street 

and Third Avenue).  The new park potentially would qualify for a Michigan Department of 

Talent and Economic Development grant.  The DDA pledged the matching grant funds and 

authorized a designer be commissioned to develop a vision and construction plans.  Adding this 

new park would forward their mission of improving our Main Street venue. 

 This summer we will continue improving our existing parks.  The bathhouse at Ice Lake 

Park will be painted and the interior upgraded.  Last summer, we added new picnic tables, grills, 

swing sets seats, and improved the grounds which increased the vision of the lake.  We will be 

replacing the roof over the pavilion and adding new playground equipment to Nanaimo Park.  

Last summer, we improved the drainage on the west side of the park and this summer we will 

improve the drainage on the east, giving us more opportunity to enjoy a dry park. 

 Slowly, but surely, we are turning the corner to that place where you are always home! 
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