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      Iron County with a 1990 population of 13,175, is located in the southwestern portion of 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, with U.S. 2 traversing the county from east to west.  The county’s 
southern boundary borders the Wisconsin state line, generally following the course of the Brule River, 
a popular sport fishing and canoe waterway. 
 
      A scenic area of 1,197 square miles, Iron County is characterized by rolling hills interspersed with 
tree framed lakes, comprising approximately 29,456 acres of pristine recreational waters.  Of the 
766,000 acres of land in the county, approximately 710,000 acres are forestlands, accounting for 91% 
of the total land area.  There are 2,175 inland lakes and 902 miles of fishing streams in the county. 
 
      Formerly the most productive segment of the Menominee Iron Range, Iron County contained fifty 
operating iron mines within its boundaries during the heyday of underground mining.  The mining 
gradually declined and the last operating iron mine stopped production in 1978.  The area still claims 
about one billion tons of low-grade iron ore reserves, but these have not been exploited to date. 
 
      Following the demise of the iron mining industry, timber production has moved to the forefront as 
the economic mainstay of the area, followed by light manufacturing and recreation. 
 
      The City of Iron River is the hub of the population center known as the Iron River Area, which is 
in the south-central portion of Iron County, approximately eight miles north of the Wisconsin state 
line.  This geographic area contains approximately 38% of the total land area and 70% of the 
population of the county.  It includes the cities of Iron River, Caspian and Gaastra and the urbanized 
areas of Stambaugh, Iron River and Bates Townships. 
 
      The City of Iron River is also the commercial center of the urban cluster comprised of the 
aforementioned cities and townships.  The city had a 2000 population of 3386.  This included 3521 
whites, 55 Native Americans and six Asians.  The city contains 4,224 acres, or 6.6 square miles, or 
17.466 square kilometers.  It has a population density of 541.82 per square miles, or 204.74 per square 
kilometer while the total urban cluster comprises 6,072 acres or 9.49 square miles, and has a 
population density of 529.08 per square miles. 
 
      Unique among the communities of Iron County and the State of Michigan, Iron River 
      is the only city formed by the total consolidation of three contiguous but politically   
      independent government entities with the mutual consent of their respective electorates.        
      These included the “old” City of Iron River, the City of Stambaugh, and the Village of 
      Mineral Hills.  This historic event was authorized by the voters in the three entities in 
      November of 1999 and culminated with the formal consolidation and inauguration of  
      the new city on July 1, 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

GENERAL LAND AND LOCATION CHARACTERISTICS (continued) 

 
      Elevations within the urban cluster vary from 1140 feet to 1660 feet above mean sea level.  The 
underlying geology of the area is a complex, folded series of sedimentary rocks of the Middle 
Precambrian period.  These formations general have a thick overlay of glacial deposits of poorly 
consolidated sands and gravels which in turn, are covered by relatively stable boulder till. 
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      Soils within much of Iron River may generally be defined as the Amasa-Stambaugh Organic Type, 
which are deep, nearly level and gently sloping soils with moderately course textured and medium 
textured subsoils, and poorly drained organic soils. 
 
      The city is located at approximately 46 degrees.  09883 minutes Latitude North and 88 degrees 
.63820 minutes Longitude West.  Its climate is largely controlled by the prevailing westerlies with 
periodic influences from Lake Superior.  Temperature variations from a high of 103 degrees to a low 
of -47 degrees have been experienced in the area.  The temperature drops below 32-degreesF. an 
average of 192 days per year.  Rainfall averages 30 to 32 inches annually and the average annual 
snowfall is 70 inches. 
 
      Snow cover is generally present from mid-November until early April.  The growing season 
averages 96 frost-free days annually. 
 
      The urban cluster on the west side of Iron County, of which the City of Iron River is a major part, 
serves as a community service center for an area extending into townships in the neighboring counties 
of Gogebic, Ontonagon, Houghton and Baraga, as well as Florence, Forest and Vilas Counties in 
northern Wisconsin.  The City of Crystal Falls is the major urban and population center on the East 
Side of Iron County.  Residential and commercial development is concentrated within the urban 
cluster with limited industrial development also found within or related to the incorporated areas. 
 
      The City of Iron River is continuing active efforts to stem the effects of the demise of the iron 
mining industry in the area.  Due to the efforts of the community to make it attractive to private sector 
development, there has been some economic expansion and inquiries for commercial space within the 
confines of the city are being received.  The city is also working toward infrastructure improvements 
and has retained the services of consulting engineers for this purpose.  These developments are 
indicative of the city’s spirit of cooperation with the private sector. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
 
        The City of Iron River is a home rule city organized under the Michigan Home Rule Act of 1909 
and operates under the Council-Manager form of government. 
 
        What is unique about the City of Iron River is that it became the first new city in the history of 
Michigan, to be created by the mutually approved consolidation of three contiguous but politically 
independent entities, the City of Stambaugh, the “old” City of Iron River and the Village of Mineral 
Hills.  The consolidation was approved by a referendum in November of 1999 in each of the entities, 
and the new city became a reality of July 1, 2000. 
 
        Administrative officers include the City Manager, City Clerk, City Treasurer, City Assessor and 
City Attorney.  The City Manager is the Chief Administrative Officer and Financial Officer of the city 
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and reports directly to the five-member City Council.  Four Council members are elected by precinct 
for four year staggered terms, with the Mayor being elected at large. 
 
        The highest elected official is the Mayor, who is elected at large for a four-year term.  The Mayor 
presides at all council meetings and usually participates in ceremonial activities involving the city.  
The Mayor also has the power to perform marriages and to declare a state of emergency in the city if 
the situation warrants such action. 
 
        The administrative officers and elected officials derive their authority from the City Charter, 
which was most recently re-written during the years 1998-99, and subsequently approved by the 
Governor and the city electorate in 1999.  Authority is also derived from certain state statutes. 
 
        In addition to the administrative service, the city operates a Public Works Department and a 
Water Department.  The Public Works Department is charged with the maintenance of roads, streets, 
parks, playgrounds, public buildings and other municipal facilities.  The Water Department is 
responsible for the maintenance and operation of the city’s wells, pumping facilities and water and 
sewer lines.  The City Manager is responsible for the over-all operation of the city. 
 
        The city provides police service for its citizens, and is a participant in a regional Fire Department 
with the townships of Stambaugh, Iron River and Bates.  The city also is a member of a regional 
Wastewater Treatment Authority, which operates a Wastewater Treatment Plant with a two million 
gallon per day capacity. 
 

 
CITY ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 
City Council 

 
City Manager 

 
                                         Public Works              City Clerk               Water  
                                             Director                   Treasurer           Department 

  
                                        Roads, Streets            Accounting           Wells, Pumps 
                                        Parks, Public                Auditing             Water Lines 
 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE (CONTINUED) 
 
           City policies governing the operation of parks and recreation are formulated by the 
City Council and implemented by the City Manager through both the budgeting process and 
through the Public Works Department.  The City Recreation Committee is a recreational 
planning committee comprised of Council representatives, which makes recommendations 
to the City Council. 
 
        The City Council is the decision making body, determining finally what recreational 
opportunities will be provided, the amount of money to be expended for operation and 
maintenance, land acquisition and park improvements. 
 
        Funds for the operation and maintenance of city parks and recreation areas are from the 
general fund budget.  The Public Works Department under the direction of the City 
Manager performs the operation and maintenance.  The city does not have a separate Parks 
and Recreation Department due to its relatively small size. 
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        The city contracts annually with the West Iron County School District, permitting the 
schools to use the city owned facilities for school sporting events.  These activities include 
varsity and junior varsity football games, tennis matches, track meets, and such other 
activities as physical education classes, class picnics and high school commencement 
exercises. 
 
        Summer recreation programs, including tennis and softball for area youngsters, are 
conducted by the community schools, and made possible by funding by the various local 
units of government.  Unscheduled activities include basketball on the outdoor court 
constructed with recreation grant funds administered by the Department of Natural 
Resources.  The court has proved to be immediately popular with area teens and sub-teens. 
 
        The City Treasurer is responsible for all fund accounting, receipts and disbursements as 
authorized by the budget, the City Council and the City Manager.  The city is audited 
annually by an independent auditing firm.  
 
        The city administration is computer literate and is experienced in sound fiscal operation 
and management and in grant administration, having administered wastewater treatment 
facility grants as well as land and water conservation grants. 
 
        The city currently levies 19.6029 mills in property taxes for city purposes, the equivalent 
of $19.60 per each $1,000 of taxable value on all real and personal property.  The county and 
schools levy additional millage for their operational purposes. 
 
        The city has zoning and utility regulations in effect and maintains a Zoning 
Administrator and a Zoning Board of Appeals comprised of city residents.  Its Zoning 
Ordinance was updated in 2000 and revised in 2006 to reflect the needs of the consolidated 
community and to be more responsive to current conditions. 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 
 
 

      Once the scene of intense underground mining activity during which some fifty operating iron 
mines employed over five thousand men, the area experienced a gradual decline in mining 
activity which began in the years following World War II.  The decline accelerated in the mid 
1960’s and by 1978 the last operating iron mine in Iron County had closed permanently. 
 
      The cessation of mining activity had a severe impact on the social and economic structure of 
the area.  Many families were uprooted and forced to move to seek employment or were 
transferred to other mining operations outside the state of Michigan.  The unemployment rate 
increased substantially because there were no new jobs available to fill the void. 
 
      The exodus of many highly skilled workers and technical people, many of whom were active 
in community affairs and provided their expertise to the schools and communities, had a 
disruptive effect in the loss of continuity in planning and development efforts.  However, a 
community is the sum total of its component parts and the local community had sufficient 
resiliency to not only survive, but to overcome the misfortunes which had befallen.  Survival is a 
key indicator, because prospects for the local economy have given evidence of improvement.  
There appears to be a strong indication of increases in manufacturing and technical employment 
and a greater awareness of the recreation potential is resulting in new employment opportunities 
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in that field.  Greater awareness of the need for infrastructure improvements as a component of 
economic development and quality of life has prompted increased activity in that area in the 
urban complex. 
 
      Regional amenities also contribute significantly to the local economy.  An influx of retired or 
semi-retired persons, many of whom were past out-migrants who have now abandoned urban 
centers of lower Michigan, Wisconsin and Illinois in favor of the slower pace locally, have 
acquired either seasonal or permanent dwellings, and many have become active participants in 
community affairs. 
 
      Although there are many positive indicators, the jobs lost in the mining industry have been 
only partially replaced.  The present unemployment rate continues to substantially exceed the 
national and state averages.  In-migration has not kept pace with out migration and the population 
has continued a decline as indicated below. 
 

 
POPULATION DECLINE 

 
IRON RIVER*      1940          1950          1960          1970          1980          1990          2000 
                                6841           6350          5941          4376          4125          3576          3386 
 
*Includes consolidated units. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
 

      The City of Iron River has a long history of progressive recreational planning for the 
people of the community and the surrounding area. 
 
      Development of a lakefront park and bathing beach, with changing house and some 
playground equipment are among the facilities which have been provided to serve the 
recreational needs of the population.  Other facilities include supervised outdoor skating rink 
with warming house, basketball courts, tennis courts and baseball and softball fields. 
 
      The donation of the tract of land in the city by the Nelson family stimulated the 
development of an ambitious plan for a recreation complex that was to include not only a 
beautifully landscaped park, but also a field house with dressing rooms, showers and an 
administrative office.  Also planned were tennis and horseshoe courts, toboggan slide, 
running track, gridiron, swimming pool and bleachers.  Development of the planned 
complex was begun in 1930, but the realities of the depression intervened, to prevent 
completion of the plan. 
 
      Not all development was halted however.  By the fall of 1933, the football field, running 
track and park were completed and landscaped.  Designed to drain perfectly, the football 
field was then described as one of the best in the Upper Peninsula.  Owner by the city, the 
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football field is still is use by the West Iron County Public Schools for competition today, 
and for many old timers, brings back memories of the many fiercely contested games 
between and then traditional rivals, the Stambaugh Hilltoppers and the Iron River Redskins, 
a rivalry ended by the consolidation of the respective school districts under the West Iron 
umbrella.  The football field is maintained by the city, and was re-contoured and reseeded in 
1988. 
 
      The original cinder track, which circled the football field, was removed and a six lane 
paved track was installed in its place in 1978.  The quarter mile oval track is used by many 
residents of the city and surrounding area for walking exercise.  It is also used by the schools 
for competition and is a home field for track meets for both the West Iron County and Forest 
Park school districts. 
 
      Four concrete, lighted and fenced tennis courts, a concrete outdoor basketball court, a 
playground, picnic tables and softball field, restrooms and grandstand complete the Nelson 
Field recreational complex. 
 
      The tennis courts are heavily used by residents of the area, both young and old, and are 
generally busy from morning until late at night.  The courts are also used by the schools for 
competitive tennis matches. 
 
      Between 2005 – 2006 the city received a grant from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund that provided for Nelson Field Barrier-Free Facility Improvements.  A new concession 
stand was constructed along with restrooms, patio, paved walkway and paved 
running/walking track. 
 
      Bachman Park received resurfaced tennis and basketball courts in 2005, which the city 
paid for. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
RECREATION INVENTORY 
 
Recreation facilities within the city are described in the following table and their location, 
size and handicapped accessibility are indicated on the Iron River City Recreational Sites 
Map. 
 
 
 
 

IRON RIVER RECREATION INVENTORY 
 

Nelson Field Stadium City 

Playground, Multi-field, 
lighted tennis Courts, 
concession stand, picnic 
areas,  17.47 acres            #3               

Bachman Park Local park City 

 
Ball field, tennis courts, 
basketball court, ice rink, 
playground, 3 acres            #1 

Ice Lake Park Local park City 

 
Shelter, restrooms, picnic 
facilities, swimming, fishing, 
boating     2.5 acres            #1           
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RV & Trailer Park RV- park City 

 
Camp sites (32), fishing      
8.78 acres                          #4 

Nanaimo Park Local park City 

 
Restrooms, playground, 
fishing, picnic facilities   
2.5 acres                             #2 

Iron County Armory Indoor State 

 
Snack bar, restrooms, multi-
room   3 acres                    #4                                

Iron County Fairgrounds Fairgrounds County 

 
Grandstand, exhibition 
buildings, restrooms, 30 
acres                                  #3 

Senior Citizens Center Indoor City 

 
Snack bar, restrooms- 1 acre 
                                           #4         

Forbes Field Local park City 

 
 
Softball field – 1 acre          #1 

Skate Park Local park City 

 
 
Skate park equipment 
9,500 square feet               #1 

Apple Blossom Trail Local trail City 

 
Hiking & bike trail                
.78 acres                             #4                                                           
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LOCATION RATIONALE TYPE OF NEED 

NANAIMO PARK 

This neighborhood park has 
somewhat limited use by younger 
children.  It is used frequently for 
local family outings for picnicking and 
outdoor parties.  A need exists for the 
provision of facilities to entertain the 
young and old at heart for continued 
use and enjoyment of the facilities. 

Additional picnic tables and grills along with 
the replacement of some of the older picnic 
tables and grills would greatly enhance the use 
of this park.  Bocce courts and a fishing pier 
could provide entertainment for adults as well 
as children.  Upgrading of the pavilion and 
restrooms is needed.  

BACHMAN PARK 

This popular location is heavily used 
for baseball, basketball, tennis, 
outdoor ice skating and a playground.  
The Iron County Community Schools 
Program utilizes the park to 
implement their summer program. 

With the increase of enrollment with the 
Community Schools program during the 
summer, the baseball area could use 
upgrading of the dugouts, redo both the infield 
and outfield, upgrade the lighting and construct 
a batting cage.  Some of the playground 
equipment needs replacing security cameras 
could help us identify vandals at our water 
fountain. 

ICE LAKE PARK 

 This popular lake-front park is widely 
used by adults & children of both 
local & visitors. Years of use have 
taken it's toll on the changing 
room/restroom facility.  Few picnic 
tables, grills & playground equipment 
is provided, but is outdated. 

Replacement of the changing facility/restrooms 
is needed to secure the privacy of swimmers.  
Developing a picnic area would enhance and 
improve the appearance of the park.  Security 
cameras and dusk to dawn lighting would help 
secure the area.  

SKATE PARK 

This mini-park was constructed for 
skateboards and rollerblades.  The 
continued popularity of skateboarding 
amongst the young, indicated a 
strong need to construct the facility, 
to keep our youth busy. Three quarter 
pipes, bank ramps, half pyramids, 
wedge and grindbox wedge combo 
are all a part of the contents. 

As skateboarding is peeking spectators 
interest, the desire to put bleachers outside of 
the fence would enhance the park.  While 
costs keep rising for maintenance and utilities, 
"pay to skate lighting" would be helpful. 
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RV PARK 

Continued high use of this convenient 
facility by tourists, visitors and other 
travelers, require the provision of 
adequate updates for increased 
demand of technology.  The park has 
32 sites and is occupied all summer 
and fall. 

As travel trailers become more electronically 
equipped, the need arises to provide for the 
increased demand of higher amperage and 
YIFI internet connection, to accommodate the 
use of computers, printers and other devices.  
The addition of 5 more cable hookups, a 
playground area, upgrades to the pavilion and 
addition of washer/dryer facilities, will all play a 
part in making the park more enjoyable.    

FORBES FIELD 

Lack of such facilities in this more 
remote neighborhood area denies its 
children the opportunity to enjoy a 
playground and soccer field near their 
homes. 

With the rising enthusiasm of soccer, this field 
would be ideal for practices and games for 
both soccer and baseball.  The increased 
interest requires an adequate restroom facility 
for the convenience of players, spectators and 
children. Playground equipment and bleachers 
would add to the enjoyment of neighborhood 
park and spectators.  

NELSON FIELD 

The grandstands are used for viewing 
spectator sports such as high school 
football games and track meets.  
Access to the grandstands is by 
wood or metal stairs, which hamper 
easy access by the elderly and/or 
physically challenged.  One of the 
most frequently used facilities in the 
park is the playground area.  In 2006, 
a new concession stand was 
constructed and an asphalt track. 

Make improvements to grandstands for ease 
of access, update ticket booths,  add more 
playground equipment, resurface basketball 
courts, add additional grills & picnic tables, and 
upgrade baseball field, would greatly enhance 
this already busy park. 

APPLEBLOSSOM 
TR 

Walking for health and recreation is a 
popular local activity enjoyed by both 
young and old.  Local walk/run 
marathons are held utilizing the trails. 

With the installation of benches throughout the 
trail, people can relax or just take a break 
while walking/running. During the winter the 
trail is used for snowshoeing.  Lights along the 
trail would provide a sense of safety, for all 
seasons. 

HOMER LOCATION 

This mini-park is located in a small 
neighborhood which has been 
abandoned for years.  We inherited 
this park after consolidation and are 
trying to update all parks and give 
everyone and equal opportunity. 

The addition of playground equipment to this 
area would give children the same opportunity 
as others in the community have access to. 
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DNR RECREATION GRANT INVENTORY 
 
 
 

PROJECT       APPLICATION         PROJECT   GRANT   PROJECT 
NUMBER                 YEAR           TITLE                         AMOUNT            STATUS 
 
26-00434       1973 Iron River Fairground Rec. $64,000 Closed 
 
26-00584       1975 Ice Lake Park   $25,000 Closed 
 
26-01219       1981 Nelson Field   $ 9,378  Closed 
 
26-01581       2001 Nelson Field Barrier Free$80,300 Closed 
    Facility Improvements       
 
BF90-139       1990 Tennis & Basketball Court $41,700 Closed 
 
TF05-077       2005 Apple Blossom Trail River $86,700 Active 
    Walkway 
 
TF89-224       1989 Iron River Waterfront            $227,600 Closed 
 
TF91-395       1991 Riverfront Trail Network $34,500 Withdrawn 
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FIVE YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS SCHEDULE 
 

2007 NELSON FIELD  Grandstands access   $    6,000  
 NELSON FIELD  Playground equipment   $   50,000 
 NELSON FIELD  Resurface basketball court  $   20,000 
 NELSON FIELD  Ticket Booth    $     2,000 
 NELSON FIELD  Grills/picnic tables   $     3,000 
 NELSON FIELD  Baseball Field Improvements  $     2,500 
             FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $   73,500 
 
 FORBES FIELD  Soccer/Baseball field    $     2,500 
 FORBES FIELD  Bleachers    $     5,000 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $     7,500 
  
 APPLEBLOSSOM TRAIL Phase II    $  161,700 
 FUNDING   GRANT & LOCAL FUNDS  $  161,700 
 
2008 RV PARK   Upgrade amperage   $      8,000 
 RV PARK   YIFI Internet Connection  $      2,000 
 RV PARK   Cable hookups    $      1,000 
 RV PARK   Signage    $      4,000 
 RV PARK   Playground area   $    10,000 
 RV PARK   Washer/dryer facilities   $      2,500 
 RV PARK   Upgrade office/Pavilion   $    20,000 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $   47,500 
 
2009 BACHMAN PARK  Baseball field upgrades  $      2,500 
 BACHMAN PARK  Redo dugouts    $      2,500 
 BACHMAN PARK  Update lighting   $    15,000 
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 BACHMAN PARK             Vandal proof water fountain  $      1,000 
 BACHMAN PARK  Batting cage    $      2,500 
 BACHMAN PARK  Security cameras   $      3,000 
 BACHMAN PARK  Playground equipment upgrade $      5,000 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $    31,500 
 
2010 NANAIMO PARK  Bocce Courts & pay to play lights $      8,000 
 NANAIMO PARK  Upgrade of Pavilion & restrooms $    20,000 
 NANAIMO PARK  Additional grills & picnic tables $      3,500 
 NANAIMO PARK  Fishing Pier    $      7,500 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $    39,000 
 
2011 ICE LAKE PARK  Restroom/changing room facility    $    30,000  
 ICE LAKE PARK  Picnic area    $      5,000 
 ICE LAKE PARK  Security lighting & camera  $      2,500 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $    37,500 
 
 APPLEBLOSSOM TRAIL Benches along trail   $      6,000 
 APPLEBLOSSOM TRAIL Lighting along trail   $    25,000 
 APPLEBLOSSOM TRAIL Fishing pier    $      8,000 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $    39,000 
 
 SKATE PARK   Pay to skate lighting   $      3,500 
 SKATE PARK   Bleachers for spectators  $      5,000 
 FUNDING   GRANTS & LOCAL FUNDS  $      8,500 

 
THE PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

 
      A realistic appraisal of the present recreational facilities available to the citizens of the 
City of Iron River as well as the recreational deficiencies perceived to exist in the community 
were among the key elements in the process of developing the five-year recreation plan for 
the city. 
 
      It was also necessary to conduct a study of the city’s past recreational evolution and the 
conditions that brought it about, to determine how and why the present conditions and 
facilities exist. 
 
      When the Recreation Committee dissolved, the City Council stepped in and appointed 
them as the Recreation Committee.  Determined to make the recreational planning process a 
joint and mutually acceptable procedure between the citizens and city officials the planning 
process began with a review of previous recreation planning and development activities in 
the city, as well as a review of recreation plans and activities in the neighboring 
communities. 
 
      Each of the council members roamed among the community at large to seek input from 
others as to what they might desire in terms of recreational facilities.  They also asked what 
various segments of the community felt the city lacked (if anything) in recreational activity 
and facilities, and if additional facilities were needed, what they might be and what priorities 
should be placed upon the proposed facilities, if any. 
 
      Following this investigation, the council members met to pool their findings and to 
determine if any consensus was apparent, and which recreational needs appeared to be most 
in demand.  A variety of suggestions were reported from the community at large, some of 
which could not be given practical consideration.  Those which did appear practical and 
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which seemed to meet a perceived need, were listed and those which combined popularity, 
practicality and which would fill a recreational void were selected for inclusion. 
 
      In selecting the recreational goals and objectives for the plan, the committee was forced 
to recognize the socio-economic conditions in the area, as well as the fact that what will 
ultimately develop will be a matter of choice of the people of the community. 
 
      That choice has been exercised by the people, who opted for an additional tennis court 
and a new outdoor basketball court, which were constructed in the city’s Nelson Field 
Recreational Complex as a direct result of the initial five year plan, with grant funds from the 
Michigan Department of Conservation. 
 
      These additional facilities have been enthusiastically accepted by the community and 
have experienced much use since their completion. 
 
      Also accomplished, has been the relocation of the city’s softball field, a project 
accomplished at city expense with the assistance of prison work crews.   
 
      The softball field was constructed with a 50% matching grant from the Department of 
Natural Resources, and replaced a facility located in another area of the city, now being 
utilized for a youth hockey program.  The orientation of the field as initially constructed, 
proved to be incompatible with the surroundings, and a change in the orientation was 
necessary. 
 
      Recently, the city received a grant from the Department of Natural Resources for a new 
concession stand, handicapped accessible restrooms, resurfaced track and tennis courts at 
Nelson Field. 
 
      Bachman Park has also received resurfaced tennis courts and basketball courts and the 
city’s expense. 
       
      The city is also working with a nonprofit group called “Friends of Nelson Field” who 
will help provide funding in addition to the city’s share of updates to Nelson Field.       
 
      Public notification included newspaper ads, radio advertising and website posting. 
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LONG RANGE GOALS 
 
      Recreation continues to be a priority of the citizens of Iron River and the City Council.  The city 
has provided funds and made facilities available for summer recreation programs conducted by 
various organizations and has also cooperated with other units of local government in the joint 
development of recreational trails, river improvement and similar projects. 
 
      The city has also made its facilities available for physical training for the Michigan State Police, 
Michigan National Guard, the U.S. Forest Service and has also provided various church and 
charitable organizations the use of its facilities for fund raising activities. 
 
      The citizens of the community through their Recreation Committee and the City Council have 
determined that the long range recreational goals of the city should be the following: 
 

1. To continue at least, the present level of recreational facilities and programs 
in the community proportionate to the city’s level of population and financial ability. 

 
2. To conserve land and water resources within the city limits to the extent that is possible, 

and to cooperate with other units to do the same, so as to provide future generations the 
continued use and enjoyment of these resources. 

 
3. To provide as wide a spectrum of recreational opportunities to all age groups in the city, 

as available resources will permit. 
 

4. To periodically inventory recreational facilities and programs to determine deficiencies 
and changing demands. 

 

5. To develop goals and objectives and maintain a schedule for their implementation with 

the allocation of such resources as may be available from time to time, for this purpose. 
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CITY OF IRON RIVER 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

 
 
 
EXPENDITURE                                                                           
RECREATION                                              
                                                 
PARKS, FIELDS                            07-01-05             07-01-06              07-01-07 
TENNIS COURTS                          06-30-06             06-30-07              06-30-08                                

   

Salaries/wages $           42,700 $           46,955 $           48,000  

Supplies $             4,660 $             2,400 $             3,500  

Repair & Improvement $         192,219 $             5,000 $         161,700    

Utilities $             6,600 $             6,500 $             6,600  

Equip. Maintenance $                500 $                500 $                500  

Engineering $             8,800 $             1,000 $             4,000  

Build. Maintenance $                500 $             1,500 $             1,500  

Equip. Rental $                500 $                600 $                600  

Miscellaneous $                540 $                    0 $                250  

Skate Park $             1,000 $             1,000 $                250  

Appleblossom Trail $             1,000 $             1,000 $             1,000  

 $         259,019 $           66,455 $         227,900  
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NELSON FIELD                                                               ICE  LAKE PARK  
(a) Baseball field                                                             (a)  Restroom facility 
(b) Ticket booth                                                               (b) Changing facility 
(c) Resurface basketball court                                         (c)  Picnic area  
(d)  Grandstands ease of access                                        (d)  Dusk to Dawn lighting 
(e) Grills/picnic tables                                                     (e)  Security camera 
(f) Playground equipment 

  

FORBES FIELD                                                               APPLEBLOSSOM TRAIL 
(a) Soccer/Baseball field                                                 (a)  Benches along trail 
(b) Playground equipment                                               (b)  Lighting along trail 
(c) Bleachers                                                                    (c)  Fishing pier 

 

HOMER LOCATION                                                        SKATE PARK 
(a) Playground equipment                                                 (a)  Pay to skate lighting 

                                                                                                   (b)  Bleachers for spectators 
RV PARK 
(a) Upgrade amperage 
(b) YIFI Internet Connection 
(c) Cable hookups 
(d) Better signage 
(e) Playground area 
(f) Washer/dryer facilities 
(g) Upgrade Office/Pavilion 

 
 
BACHMAN PARK 
(a) Redo Baseball Field 
(b) Dugouts 
(c) Update lighting 
(d) Vandal proof water fountain 
(e) Batting cage 
(f) Security cameras 
(g) Playground equipment 
 

NANAIMO PARK 
(a) Bocce Courts & pay to  
       play lighting 
(b) Upgrade of Pavilion & restrooms 
(c) Fix drainage problem 
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(d) Additional grills & picnic tables 
(e) Fishing pier 

                                                        
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


